Ajayi has provided us with a vivid picture of the difficulties that arise in attempting to apply, to tribal cultures where ignorance, superstition and illiteracy are the norm, ethical standards tailored to the needs of Western societies. To the extent that obedience to the tribal chief or village headman is the major factor in determining preparedness to accept treatment, it seems eminently sensible to involve these local leaders, from the start, in the decision process. Where petty despotism cannot, without seriously undermining the social structure, be removed or bypassed, education can perhaps render it more benign. But although these cultures may present the medical practitioner with special problems, the same principle of informed consent surely must apply. 
